
WAC 296-24-71507  Ventilation in confined spaces.  (1) Air re-
placement. You must adequately ventilate all welding and cutting oper-
ations carried on in confined spaces to prevent the accumulation of 
toxic materials or possible oxygen deficiency. This applies not only 
to the welder but also to helpers and other personnel in the immediate 
vicinity. All air replacing that withdrawn must be clean and respira-
ble.

(2) Airline respirators. In such circumstances where it is impos-
sible to provide such ventilation, you must use airline respirators or 
hose masks approved for this purpose by the National Institute for Oc-
cupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) under 42 C.F.R. Part 84.

(3) Self-contained units. In areas immediately hazardous to life, 
you must use a full-facepiece, pressure-demand, self-contained breath-
ing apparatus or a combination full-facepiece, pressure-demand sup-
plied-air respirator with an auxiliary, self-contained air supply cer-
tified by NIOSH under 42 C.F.R. Part 84.

(4) Outside helper. Where welding operations are carried on in 
confined spaces and where welders and helpers are provided with hose 
masks, hose masks with blowers or self-contained breathing equipment 
approved by the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) and the 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), a work-
er must be stationed on the outside of such confined spaces to ensure 
the safety of those working within.

(5) Oxygen for ventilation. You must not use oxygen for ventila-
tion.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, and 
49.17.060. WSR 15-24-100, § 296-24-71507, filed 12/1/15, effective 
1/5/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, [49.17].040 and 
[49.17].050. WSR 99-10-071, § 296-24-71507, filed 5/4/99, effective 
9/1/99. Statutory Authority: Chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 94-15-096 (Order 
94-07), § 296-24-71507, filed 7/20/94, effective 9/20/94; Order 73-5, 
§ 296-24-71507, filed 5/9/73 and Order 73-4, § 296-24-71507, filed 
5/7/73.]
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